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Title:
WHM 3 - Wild Harvested Mushroom Identifier Course Learning Objectives

Issue you would like the Conference to consider:
Model learning objectives should be added to Annex 3 Section 3-201.16 of the 2013 FDA 
Food Code to provide a template for regulatory jurisdictions to use if they choose to 
develop their own wild harvested mushroom training or certification program.

Public Health Significance:
The Wild Harvested Mushroom committee was initially charged with refining the 
educational curriculum and exam components developed by the previous CFP committee. 
However, after consulting with Dr. Brian Nummer, Extension Specialist from Utah State 
University and Turan Ayvaz from the Certificate Accreditation Program at the American 
National Standards Institute (ANSI), the committee agreed that the cost of developing a 
curriculum and exam as part of a certificate or certification program was too expensive 
($10K to $100K) for this committee to undertake. Instead, the committee requested and the 
CFP Executive Board approved an amended charge to create guidelines and learning 
objectives for jurisdictions to use to develop a local or regional wild harvested mushroom 
training program.
The 2013 FDA Food Code Section 3-201.16 no longer requires that each mushroom be 
individually inspected by a mushroom expert and instead defers to the regulatory authority 
to determine compliance with 3-201.16. As a result of this change, regulatory jurisdictions 
now have the flexibility to develop their own wild harvested mushroom regulatory program. 
However, regulatory jurisdictions need to have resource information available to develop 
their own training or certification program if they choose to require one as part of 
compliance with 3-201.16, and the model learning objectives referenced below should be 
included in Annex 3 Section 3-201.16 for that purpose.

Recommended Solution: The Conference recommends...:
that a letter be sent to FDA requesting that the 2013 Food Code, Annex 3 Section 3-201.16 
be amended as follows to include the following learning objectives and recommendations 
as an option for regulatory jurisdictions to use if they choose to develop their own wild 
harvested mushroom identifier training or certification program (new language underlined):
Wild Harvested Mushroom Identifier Course Learning Objectives:



1. Illness Information (Symptoms, Cause and Prognosis).
a. Identify foodborne illnesses associated with the consumption of wild harvested 
mushrooms.
b. Describe the symptoms and the consequences of consuming poisonous mushroom 
species specific to the region in which the mushrooms will be harvested.
2. Identification.
a. Describe the anatomy of a mushroom as it relates to identification. 
b. Demonstrate the use of keys in the identification of edible mushrooms and their 
poisonous look-a-likes.
c. Demonstrate accurate identification of edible species of mushrooms from physical 
specimens. 
3. Harvesting.
a. Describe specific information in regards to the habitat and seasonality in which 
mushrooms can be harvested, including areas that are considered inappropriate for harvest 
(treated areas, contaminated sites, etc.)
b. Describe proper collection and harvesting techniques.
4. Best Handling Practices.
a. Recognize and describe the conditions and practices that could contribute to post 
harvest contamination.
b. Describe storage and transportation methods that would prevent the contamination of 
mushrooms.
c. Describe the relationship between personal hygiene and the potential for contamination 
that could contribute to foodborne illness.
5. Regulatory Requirements.
Cite the regulatory requirements in the local jurisdiction for wild mushroom harvesting 
location and distribution.
Additional Recommendations.
a. The local jurisdiction must create measureable learning objectives specific to the 
jurisdiction and the region. The objectives listed are overall course objectives. Instructors 
should develop module-specific objectives to meet the overall course objectives.
b. Jurisdictions should additionally require food worker card training if it is available. 
c. Although not a public health issue, include in training harvest methods for species 
conservation.
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