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Issue History:
This is a brand new Issue.

Title:
PSC 2 - Recommendations from Issue 2014 II-003

Issue you would like the Conference to consider:
The Program Standards Committee has completed the charges outlined in Issue 2014 II-003 related to Retail Program Standards 2, 4 and 7. The Committee has proposed recommendations to be sent to the FDA.

Public Health Significance:
The Retail Program Standards offer a systematic approach to, through a continuous improvement process, enhance retail food regulatory programs. They define and provide a framework designed to accommodate both traditional and emerging approaches of a regulatory food safety system. To address Issue 2014 II-003 (Charge 2: To solicit the support of industry to examine methods to support regulatory efforts to achieve Standard 2, Standard 4, and Standard 7 of the Voluntary National Retail Food Regulatory Program Standards), a subcommittee interviewed regulatory agencies enrolled in the Retail Program Standards, mostly those who had achieved Standards 2, 4, and 7 and who conduct direct inspections, to examine and provide methods to support regulatory efforts to achieve Standard 2, Standard 4, and Standard 7.

Recommended Solution: The Conference recommends...:
that a letter be sent to the FDA requesting that they:
1. Develop a Voluntary National Retail Food Regulatory Program Standards (Retail Program Standards) guide or template to help regulatory agencies to enroll in the Retail Program Standards, realize what they are getting involved in prior to enrollment, provide recommendations about where an enrollee should begin, and provide a roadmap to allow management to plan for proper staffing and resources to actually complete and sustain the activities associated with the Retail Program Standards;
2. Reward achievement of the Retail Program Standards by giving extra credit during the application review and scoring process for FDA grants;
3. Establish additional formal networks to complement the existing NACCHO Program Standards Mentorship Program (e.g., workgroups in each state or by FDA region with routinely scheduled webinars, conference calls, etc.) to assist regulatory agencies in their efforts with the Retail Program Standards;
4. Seek the expansion of existing forums (e.g., NACCHO sharing sessions, NEHA AEC Retail Program Standards Workshop, and cooperative agreements with NACCHO and AFDO, etc.) for enrollees to share their success stories with the Retail Program Standards;
5. Engage in a promotion of the FoodSHIELD Program Standards Resource Center when it goes live; and
6. Provide a means to ensure that each of the FDA Regional Retail Food Specialists has a minimum level of knowledge regarding implementation of the Retail Program Standards.

Submitter Information 1:
	[bookmark: Text5]Name:
	Todd Mers, Competency of Inspectors Subcommittee Co-Lead

	Organization:  
	Program Standards Committee

	Address:
	Ohio Department of Agriculture8995 East Main Street

	City/State/Zip:
	Reynoldsburg, OH 43068

	Telephone:
	(614) 728-6250
	
	

	E-mail:
	tmers@agri.ohio.gov
	
	



Submitter Information 2:
	Name:
	Caroline Friel, Co Vice-Chair

	Organization:  
	Program Standards Committee

	Address:
	Wawa, Inc.260 West Baltimore Pike

	City/State/Zip:
	Wawa, PA 19063

	Telephone:
	(610) 322-6708
	
	

	E-mail:
	caroline.friel@wawa.com
	
	



It is the policy of the Conference for Food Protection to not accept Issues that would endorse a brand name or a commercial proprietary process.
