rHE meﬁhoz

2 e__m@cé_. tasty :Em_:.ccEm can be mm:m@:u:m

Va, Zn._ ‘men treated
at D.C. ro%:m._ after
QEEW on wild ?zm_

BY J om”_mamwumﬁm

With the rainy weather recent-
ly, lawns are producing bumper
crops of mushrooms. And doc-

tors at Georgetown University

Hospital are om.mﬁum some ad-

vice:
No matter: how tempting the

fungi, don’t yank them out of the -
ground EE Uou EmE 53 your:

mouth.
Doctors cm.mn the nmﬂﬂoumaw
tale of Frank Ooumggow_mq 49,

who after a Sept. 12 rainstorm
looked in wonder at his back yard

in Springfield. nOF there’re SO
S..Ew Bumwaooﬁm, noum_”mbﬂu-

opla recalls thinking. ego% woow_

so lovely — I'm so lucky”

Constantinopla plucked a
handful and stir-fried EmE with
noodles.

“They tasted onm.u

Problems set in within hours
and continued for days. Constan-
tinopla and his wife grew weak,
their stomachs ached, they vom-
ited. Two days later, Constantin-
opla went to an emergency room

‘and was transferred to George-

town University Hospital for a
possible liver transplant.
Doctors broke the news: Those

‘lovely mushrooms were Amanita

phalloides, a toadstool common-
ly known as the Death Cap.. -
No federally approved treat-

~ ment exists for mushroom poi-

soning, but doctors won permis-
sion to give Constantinopla an

experimental drug made from
milk thistle, a flowering plant

used in holistic HmEm&mm It

seemed to do the trick. By Satur--

day, Constantinopla was well
enough to mwom.w mﬂmdoim confer-

ence.
“T'm E&Q 3 still vm alive” Wo

'said, smiling. His wife nmnodmamn
-without the drug. .
About a week wﬁﬂ. Oosmﬁmbg.

opla’s mﬂm.@w mishap, Q&SH.
Lantz Jr., 82, a retired farmer,
snacked on some fungi plucked

- near his home in Frederick. On
‘Wednesday, he also ended up at

Georgetown University Hospital,

where the same experimental
drug, silibinin, seemed to stem
“ the nmEmmo to his liver. Lantz
remains hospitalized but is ex-
pected to recover fully. . =~

Doctors believe that Lantz ate

 Amanita bisporigera, a.ka. De-
stroying Angel. Hospital officials

said it was rare to see two mush-

- room-poisoning victims within a

émmw.

gmb% toadstool Snﬁgm don’t
associate their illness with mush-
rooms, because symptoms are

‘delayed ‘and progress through

three stages, experts said. The
first begins six hours to a day
after Emmmﬁon and may include
mSEm&u pain, nausea, vomiting
and diarrhea. After a day or two,
victims ~often see symptoms
abate. But three to five days later,

- liver and kidney damage can lead

to um.cb&om and coma. .

‘Up to a third of people who eat
uo_moucﬁm mushrooms amay die.

- Constantinopla, who hasyet to
return to his job at a hardware
store, looked robust Saturday but

~ vowed fo never eat another
‘mushroom — mSHm.Uo:mE or

otherwise. )
“Don’t eat those n_nuEmm he
said. “They might kill you.”
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