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Recommended Solution: The Conference recommends...:

that a letter be written to the FDA urging creation of a committee/task force to redesign the administration of food recalls. The committee should include FDA, USDA, State Public Health, academia, and industry, including primary and secondary producers, brokers, and distributors.

The following model is offered as a starting point for the revised administrative guidelines to be developed by the committee/task force. There are only three categories, each with an expanded definition and actions required of industry:

Class I: 
Definition: Consumption is likely to start, increase, or continue a FBI outbreak, or, a reportable FBI Agent is involved: C.Bot, HepA, Giardia, Listeria, Vibrio, Salmonella, Shiga+ E coli, Shigella, Campylobacter, or Vibrio.

Actions: Immediate response (within 24 hrs.), contact customers, public notification, destruction of product

Class II:
Definition: Consumption, at worst, may result in short illness treatable with over-the-counter meds - or - the consequences may be more serious (an allergic reaction) but few persons would be affected.

Actions: Next business day response, pull product from distribution and other suppliers, notify public.

Class III:
Definition: Administrative issues only - or - the consequences of consumption are minimal

Actions: no customer or public contact, pull product from distribution

It is the policy of the Conference for Food Protection to not accept Issues that would endorse a brand name or a commercial proprietary process.
