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Recommended Solution: The Conference recommends...:

That a letter be sent to the FDA recommending the following changes to the Food Code,

7-204.14 Drying Agents, Criteria
Drying agents used in conjunction with sanitization shall:

(A) Contain only components that are listed as one of the following:

(1) Generally recognized as safe for use in food as specified in 21 CFR 182 - Substances Generally Recognized as Safe, or 21 CFR 184 - Direct Food Substances Affirmed as Generally Recognized as Safe, P
(2) Generally recognized as safe for the intended use as specified in 21 CFR 186 - Indirect Food Substances Affirmed as Generally Recognized as Safe, P
(3) Generally recognized as safe (GRAS) as determined by independent GRAS self-determinations by a panel of experts as specified in 21 CFR 170.30, P
(4) Subject of a Food Contact Notification (FCN) that is effective in accordance with the Federal Food Drug and Cosmetic Act (FFDCA) Section 409, P 
FDA publishes the effective FCN's on their website at: http://www.fda.gov/Food/FoodIngredientsPackaging/FoodContactSubstancesFCS/ucm116567.htm

(53) Approved for use as a drying agent under a prior sanction specified in 21 CFR 181 - Prior-Sanctioned Food Ingredients, P
(64) Specifically regulated as an indirect food additive for use as a drying agent as specified in 21 CFR Parts 174175-178, P or

(75) Approved for use as a drying agent under the threshold of regulation process established by 21 CFR 170.39 Threshold of regulation for substances used in food-contact articles; P and

(B) When sanitization is with chemicals, the approval required under Subparagraph (A)(3) or (A)(5) of this section or the regulation as an indirect food additive required under Subparagraph (A)(4) of this section, shall be specifically for use with chemical sanitizing solutions. P
2) Annex 3. Chapter 7- Part 204.14 Sanitizers, Criteria.
"If the chemical wash, boiler water additive, or drying agent used is not made up of components that are approved as food additives or generally recognized as safe, illness may result. This could be due to residues that may remain from the use of compounds such as unrecognized drying agents. This is why only those chemicals that are listed in the CFR or are appropriately cleared as food additives can be used.

"Chemicals that are not listed for these uses may be submitted for review by filing a Food Additive Petition, a Food Contact Notification (FCN), have GRAS clearance, or meet the Threshold of Regulation (TOR) requirements. Wash chemicals, boiler water additives, and drying agents are classified as food additives because of the possibility that they may end up in food. Therefore, they are subject to review before being used or listed in the CFR.

It is the policy of the Conference for Food Protection to not accept Issues that would endorse a brand name or a commercial proprietary process.
