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Title:
American National Standards for Food Equipment - Clarification of Food Code

Issue you would like the Conference to consider:
Section 4-205.10 of the Food Code, titled Food Equipment, Certification and Classification 
currently references ANSI accredited certifications or classifications of food equipment, but 
the Food Code language is not clear or specific as to what the certification or classification 
programs should be based on. In the U.S., state and local regulatory agencies routinely 
require retail foodservice equipment to comply with the specific requirements of American 
National Standards, which in turn comply with the requirements of the Food Code. 
Expanding the Food Code to reflect the wide range and complexity of retail foodservice 
equipment technical requirements is not practical. This considerable level of technical detail 
has traditionally, and effectively, been dealt with by reference to American National 
Standards. As such, it is requested that the Conference for Food Protection clarify this 
section of the Food Code to reflect the original intent and current practice. This is efficiently 
accomplished by adding "...to the corresponding American National Standard listed in 
Annex 8," to Section 4-205.10. 

Public Health Significance:
The rapid increase of imported foods and food equipment, and the many public health 
related issues associated with imported products, makes it vitally important to have 
products comply with American National Standards, where specific requirements for 
compliance are clearly spelled out. Manufacturers, exporters, importers, wholesalers, 
retailers, consultants and regulators at all levels understand the role and importance of 
American National Standards, and participate in their development and maintenance. 
Specification of the appropriate national standards in the Model Food Code clarifies the 
original intent, increases consistency of certifications, and results in increased public health 
protection. Having clearly defined equipment requirements is essential to increasing 
regulatory compliance.
Background
Equipment sanitation is a critical component of state and local regulatory food safety 
programs, and is an integral part of the Model Food Code. Food equipment materials, 
performance, design and cleanability are all critical components of the Model Food Code 
and are detailed in the American National Standards for Food Equipment. The purpose of 



the current Section 4-205.10 of the Food Code is to reference ANSI-accredited third party 
certifications or classifications of Food Equipment. It is implied that the certifications or 
classifications are to the requirements of specific American National Standards. Given the 
widespread adoption of the Model Food Code at the State and Local levels, it is very 
important that the intent of the FDA and the CFP is without question.
The 2009 Model Food Code currently references "Acceptability" of foodservice equipment 
in Section 4-205.10, titled Food Equipment, Certification and Classification. This section of 
the Food Code currently reads:
Acceptability 4-205.10 Food Equipment, Certification and Classification.

• FOOD EQUIPMENT that is certified or classified for sanitation by an American  
National Standards Institute (ANSI)-accredited certification program is deemed to  
comply with Parts 4-1 and 4-2 of this chapter.

Section 4 of the 2009 Model FDA Food Code addresses foodservice equipment sanitation 
requirements for only limited types of commercial food equipment, whereas today, the 
scope of food equipment used in the foodservice industry is much broader. This wider 
scope of equipment is collectively covered by the combined American National Standards 
established for commercial foodservice equipment listed in the attached Annex 8. 
Referencing the ANSI standards simply reflects what manufacturers and regulators use 
today. Listing the ANSI Standards does not preclude other standards from being accepted 
by the state or local regulatory authorities.
Adoption of the proposed language recognizes that the technical requirements established 
in American National Standards for foodservice equipment meet the same minimum 
technical requirements of the 2009 Food Code, and more importantly, clarify that the 
American National Standards are the basis of ANSI-accredited certification programs, as 
currently cited in Section 4-205.10 of the Food Code.

Recommended Solution: The Conference recommends...:
sending a letter to the FDA requesting the addition of the language specified below to the 
Food Code, as well as Annex 8 that lists the relevant American National Standards.
Acceptability 4-205.10 Food Equipment, Certification and Classification.

• FOOD EQUIPMENT that is certified or classified for sanitation to the corresponding 
American National Standard listed in Annex 8, by an American National Standards 
Institute (ANSI)-accredited certification program is deemed to comply with Parts 4-1  
and 4-2 of this chapter.
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